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641—201.20(135,75GA,ch158) Purpose.   The Iowa legislature has determined that the goals of
controlling health care costs and improving the quality of and access to health care services will
be significantly enhanced by cooperative arrangements involving providers wishing to become an
ODS that might be prohibited by state and federal antitrust law if undertaken without governmental
involvement. The purpose of the following rules is to institute new public policy by creating an
opportunity for the state to review proposed arrangements and to substitute regulation for competition
when an arrangement is likely to result in lower costs, or greater access or quality, than would otherwise
occur in the marketplace. It is the intent that approval of arrangements be accompanied by appropriate
conditions, supervision, and regulation to protect against private abuses of economic power, and that an
arrangement approved by the department and accompanied by such appropriate conditions, supervision,
and regulation shall not be subject to state and federal antitrust liability. It is the further intent that any
immunity from scrutiny under federal or state antitrust statutes offered under these exceptions shall
be limited to such specific agreements as are approved by the department, and shall not be extended
or applied to unforeseen circumstances, parties, acts, or other agreements which were not part of or
contemplated by the approved agreement.


